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James co-founded CAASA in response to industry support for a Canadian alterna�ves associa�on to serve 

all aspects including: hedge / alterna�ve strategies; liquid alterna�ves; private lending; private real 

estate; private equity; plus emerging areas where Canada is a leader such as digital assets and blockchain 

technology. 

 

Prior to CAASA, James was the Chief Opera�ng Officer of AIMA Canada where his team worked with 12 

commi.ees to produce 50-60 events per annum across Canada, organized 100+ commi.ee mee�ngs, 

and increase member numbers over his 7-year tenue from 66 to 164 corporate en��es.  CAASA currently 

has more than 400 members. 

 

James currently sits on the Canadian Investment Funds Standards Commi.ee (CIFSC), which categorizes 

mutual funds and alterna�ve mutual funds (aka liquid alterna�ves) for the retail space in Canada. He is 

also called upon by membership and industry groups to speak to risk ra�ngs and por9olio placement of 

all types of alterna�ve investments.  

 

James also has experience in research and wri�ng for the CAIA Associa�on (holding the designa�on since 

2006) as well as serving on CAIA’s exam council and as a well as other du�es. He had roles in ins�tu�onal 

sales and FoHF structuring in Seoul, South Korea, as a Product Manager at ICICI Wealth Management, 

and as an Investment Advisor at RBC Dominion Securi�es. James graduated from Simon Fraser University 

with a BBA (Finance).  

 


